
Page 1 

1  

Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: position not filled 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Richard Gibby 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETING EVERY SATURDAY (unless notified as cancelled) 

First Scheduled meeting for this month: Saturday 2nd July. 

Gather from 1.30 p.m. 

Notices at 1.50 p.m. – you need to have arrived by this time! 

EVENTS 2016 

August Bank Holiday, Monday 29th - Wisborough Green Honey Show.  (See page 5) 

 

BIBBA Conference  - 20th to 22nd September, Isle of Man. (See page 3) 

National Honey Show  - 27th, 28th & 29th October, Sandown Park Racecourse. 

 

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

. 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01403 588092 richard.gibby@outlook.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

JULY 2016 

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 

This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

Please continue to check your email for any further information regarding apiary meetings. 

See list of topics 

to be covered on 

Page 4 

mailto:richard.gibby@outlook.com


Page 2 

2  

We are now over half way through the summer as far as bees are con-

cerned.  When I started beekeeping it was reckoned that no nectar came 

in after 8th August that would be put in the supers.  This has been 

stretched a little in recent years (some idiot invented global warming!), 

but we have complications such as varroa treatments that are needed in 

August and the flow from ivy in September; neither of which we had 

40-50 years ago.  Why do I mention these?  Because in beekeeping we 

need to plan some distance ahead, so the more alert and caring bee-

keeper is ready, not just for the expected but the unexpected as well.  

The problem is we don't know which it will be.  Take the flow from ivy as an example.  Most of us 

have taken supers off by then and have them tucked away in our sheds, but what happens if we 

have a week or so of warm weather, as we often have in September? - the so-called "Indian Sum-

mer".  In good weather bees can fill a super or two very quickly.  Ivy honey often crystallises be-

fore it is sealed - yes, way above the 20% moisture level that is the legal limit for sale!  If there are 

no supers on hives, where do bees store this nectar?  In the brood box, of course.  This may not 

appear to be a problem in September, but it sure will be in January and February, when the hives 

are "hefted" and feel very heavy, but the bees are unable to use the stores because it is absolutely 

solid.  Many a colony has starved with 20lb+ of stores in it. 

 

I suggest putting some of your old and misshapen combs aside, so they can be put in a super if the 

need arises.  One thing for sure, it is difficult to extract granulated ivy honey; so what do you do 

with it?  You can melt it out of the combs (hence the old combs) and use it for cooking or mead.  

Maggie Turner is very innovative and has lots of ideas and experience about using ivy honey, so 

please ask her advice. 

 

I know we have only just entered July, but our bees are preparing for winter already; so should we.  

We need to make sure our preparations are made with the full understanding of what bees are try-

ing to achieve.  We need to work with them, so try to understand what they are trying to do and 

make it as easy as you can for them.  Start moving drone comb to the outside, where bees expect it 

to be and make sure they have enough nectar/honey and pollen close to where the winter cluster 

will be.  There will hopefully be more next month on the effects of varroa treatment and how bees 

migrate their brood nests as a result of treatments, something that is rarely in books. 

 

As you know I have been doing a fair bit of travelling this summer.  I have just come back from a 

trip to the Hudson Valley area of New York State, where I gave two 2-day presentations on Bee 

Improvement.  The only knowledge I had of American beekeeping is what I had read.  Those who 

have known me for some time will know of my faith in the written word - well, I'm afraid I was 

quite disappointed!  They seem to have exactly the same problems that we have, but perhaps in a 

slightly different way.  I assumed that each State had its own agricultural colleges and universities 

with a beekeeping facility.  Oh, no they don't!  The main teaching in the area I was in was by vol-

unteers, many of whom were quite inexperienced, which is causing major problems.  

 

I came across chronic bee paralysis virus (CBPV) that nobody knew anything about.  In EVERY 

apiary I visited there were "Queen Problems", including "disappearance”, queen failure and su-

persedure of young queens.  Exactly the same as we have had here in the U.K. for 15 years or 

more.  Not one person spotted anything wrong.  I obviously didn't criticise anyone, and to their  

 

Nell and friend 
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credit, they tried hard to make the attendees aware of the problems.  I know I am only a little old 

man from WGBKA, but I hope I have alerted them to some of the problems they face.  Subsequent 

emails suggest they are on the case big time. 

 

Apart from disease, they are suffering from the same problems as us - imports.  Theirs are from the 

same country, not abroad as ours are.  Package bees, mainly shaken from colonies that are shunted 

thousands of miles for pollination work in the southern states such as Florida, California and Geor-

gia, are sold to beginners in the northern states; but they are too soft and unsuited to the northern 

winters, where 6-10 feet of snow is common.  I saw some of these and my assessment was there is 

no character to the colonies, with absolutely no vigour at all; no wonder they have heavy winter 

losses.  I spoke to one beekeeper who lost all 10 colonies last winter. 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed my few days in the U.S.  I was made very welcome and was asked to return.  

 

I would like to remind you all of the BIBBA conference in the Isle of Man 20th - 22nd September.  

I know it might appear to be a long way away, but EasyJet flights out of Gatwick will get you 

there quicker than a drive to the Midlands and probably cheaper too.  I can give details of a rea-

sonably priced B&B hotel.  Do yourselves a favour and have a look at the programme http://

bibba.com/ that is packed full of topics to suit every beekeeper, whatever their knowledge or abil-

ity.  It's all in one place too! 

 

 

Roger 

 

BIBBA  
CONFERENCE 2016: 20th-22nd September 

Isle of Man, UK 

 

Three days of quality international speakers with wide appeal to both beekeepers and the wider 

scientific community.  

28 presentations with a choice of two lectures.  

Speaker profiles and content summaries available. 

Discounts - until 31st July 

Don’t delay!  Book today for excellent value ‘early bee’ discounts. 

There is a great selection of accommodation available , though rooms within easy walking dis-

tance are expected to fill up quickly.  

BIBBA 

Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders Association 

for the conservation, reintroduction, study, selection and improvement of native or near-native 

honeybees of Britain and Ireland 

http://bibba.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=539749ff0ecfb725b841f2421&id=a8f4e53ce7&e=dee21198de
http://bibba.com/
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The following information may be subject to change. 

 

 

July 

2nd Bee Health Day. 

 

9th Supering late in the season. 

 

16th Varroa and the changing colony. 

 

23rd Preparation for winter - yes, the bees are already! 

 

30th What varroa treatments shall I use this year? 

Gather from 1.30 p.m. 

Notices at 1.50 p.m. – you need to have 

arrived by this time! 

 

Safety at the Teaching Apiary 

 

We take our ‘Duty of Care’ responsibilities seriously.  Members and visitors are advised that natu-

ral hazards are present at the apiary, as you would expect in any natural location.  It is the respon-

sibility of all attendees to take all reasonable precautions to ensure the wellbeing of themselves 

and those in their charge.  Head protection should be worn when close to the bees.  Any accidents 

and injuries should be notified to the Demonstrator in charge of their group.   

 

Children should remain within eyesight.  Parents and Guardians are advised that it is their respon-

sibility to supervise and monitor any child in their care at all times while in the apiary or within its 

vicinity. 

 
 

WGBKA Executive Committee 

Special offer to members only. 

 

The division is currently able to offer members the opportunity to buy some of the divisional 

honey in bulk.  The honey is to be sold in 30lb buckets at a cost of £90 (to include the bucket). 

 

If you are interested in purchasing a bucket or two please contact Tom by email at 

stone.house@btinternet.co . 

 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.co
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BBKA Basic Assessment 

 

If you are a Wisborough Green member who has managed a minimum of one colony of bees for at 

least 12 months and would like to know more about the BBKA Basic Assessment, please speak 

with Gordon Allan. 

 

The Basic Assessment syllabus can appear daunting at first glance but closer 

inspection will show that it merely lists the basic things which all beekeepers 

should know. 

 

 

BBKA Modules 

 

For those contemplating taking a BBKA Module in November this year, there are a number of past 

papers available. 

 

If you would like copies from any one or more of the papers please send a USB stick, with return 

stamped addressed envelope, to:  R H & M Brooks, 23 Lionel Avenue, Felpham, Bognor Regis, 

West Sussex, PO22 8LG. 

 

Monday 29th August 2016 

 

August Bank Holiday Monday is the day of the Wisborough Green Honey Show.  If you have jars 

of extracted honey please save some of them to enter into the show.  The Honey Show is not just 

about honey; there are classes for all the family, beekeepers and non-beekeepers, so join the fun 

and submit some entries.   

 

A few new members may not yet have bees of their own but have been photographing bees in ac-

tion.  The non-beekeeping members of your family may like baking and cooking using honey (for 

the baking classes it does not have to be your own honey).  This means that all of you should be 

able to enter at least one exhibit in this year’s WG Honey Show!  We need to have 100 exhibits 

actually entered on the day in order to qualify for the BBKA Blue Ribbon Award.  If all our mem-

bers entered one exhibit each we would nearly reach this target.   

 

For last year’s show we introduced two new categories, one for soap and the second for lip balm.  

Unfortunately these classes had no entries and it has been decided to remove them from this year’s 

schedule. 

 

A copy of the draft classes for the 2016 show is provided on the next page.  A finalised schedule, 

including recipes, full Rules and hints & tips, will be included with next month’s newsletter. 
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WISBOROUGH GREEN HONEY SHOW 2016 
SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 

 

1. 2 x 1lb jars light honey. 

 

2. 2 x 1lb jars medium honey. 

 

3. 2 x 1lb jars dark honey. 

 

4. 2 x 1lb jars naturally crystallised honey. 

 

5. 2 x 1lb jars soft set (creamed) honey. 

 

6. Novice Class: 2 x 1lb jars identical liquid, naturally crystallised, or soft set honey.   

 

7. 3 x 1lb jars identical liquid, naturally crystallised, or soft set honey labelled as offered for sale. In BS squat jars.  Exhibit to be 

 judged for quality and presentation.  The use of tamper proof seals is optional. 

 

8. 1 x 1lb jar liquid honey any colour for comment by the judge.   

 *To be judged after lunch, when you are welcome to watch and listen to the judge’s comments. 

 

9. ‘Covered jar’ class. 1 x 1lb jar of liquid honey to be judged on taste. 

 

10. 1 comb suitable for extraction. 

 

11. 2 containers of cut comb, each of gross weight 6-9 oz (170-250 g). 

 

12. 1 cake of beeswax produced from a plain mould, weight 7-9 oz (195-250 g). 

 

13. One decorative beeswax exhibit produced from a mould. 

 

14. 1 bottle of dry mead. 

 

15. 1 bottle of sweet mead. 

 

16. 5 honey crunch biscuits ,recipe will supplied.   

 

17. 1 honey cake , recipe will supplied.   

 

18. 6 Cup cakes incorporating honey.  Made in paper muffin cases to a recipe of your own choice.  Topping & decoration of your 
 choice.  Recipe to be displayed.   
 

19. 6 sweets made using honey.  Recipe to be displayed.   

 

20. An exhibit, which can include a piece of artwork, demonstrating the use, or creative use of beeswax.  Colouring and wire sup
 port is allowed. 
 

21. A flower arrangement in a BS squat honey jar as a vase.  Using flowers suitable for honey bee forage. 
 

22. A photograph on any beekeeping related topic.  This can be colour or black & white; mounted or un-mounted, but no larger 
 than A4 size. 
 

23. Children’s class (aged 12 and under on day of show): A piece of artwork on a bee-related subject – painting, drawing, collage 
 etc. This can be a  2 or 3 dimensional piece. 

  
Draft schedule.  Class numbers subject to change. 

DRAFT 
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Graham Elliott reviews The Cranleigh Show. 

 

WGBKA at the Cranleigh Show 
 

The Cranleigh & South East Agricultural Society staged their 70th anniversary show on Sunday 

19th June.  Wisborough Green Beekeepers were there to support the celebration. 

 

The team setting up for the event met early for breakfast and then established the display in the 

‘Rural Crafts’ area.  Two observation hives with bees from the teaching apiary enjoyed pride of 

place and were again a firm favourite with children and adults alike.  We were joined by Liz and 

Derek Ready bringing with them their wonderful selection of honey and wax products from ‘Bee 

Cosmetics’. 

 

Tom Weston was demonstrating his basket weaving skills and by 

the end of the morning had Anne Dennig weaving her way towards 

her first skep! 

 

Many visitors came to the stand with challenging questions and the 

wish to ‘do their bit’ to help and safeguard the honeybee.  The api-

ary honey again proved very popular and there were many enquir-

ies about next year’s ‘Beginners’ and Improvers’ Day’.  The 

weather remained fair throughout the day and we managed to stay 

dry, with the rain only starting as we began to clear away. 

 

The Cranleigh Show is always a great event to be part 

of and this year’s anniversary was no exception; 

thanks to the organising team and to Liz and Derek for 

their support. 
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

Today I attended the last weekly apiary meeting at Dounhurst for the month of June (25th), not 

that you would have thought it was June if you were guessing the month by the weather; with 

plenty of rain and some thunder thrown in to upset the bees.  This was the first meeting in 2016 

that I had actually gone to the bees.  I had been to meetings earlier in the season to listen to the no-

tices and relevant topics for discussion, but had not stayed to join a group to inspect the hives.  The 

reason for this is that I have my own bees to deal with at the weekends so, if the weather is suitable 

for opening hives on the Saturday, I need to spend the time in my own apiary.  I do feel the divi-

sion’s apiary is a valuable learning opportunity for all beekeepers, no matter how experienced; 

hence I try to attend whenever possible even if only for the first part of the meeting.  If you arrive 

in good time it is also an opportunity to chat with fellow beekeepers and find out what is currently 

happening with their bees (you maybe pick-up the odd hint or tip that will help you with your own 

colonies). 

  

Roger was away in America (no doubt he will mention something about this in his article) and 

Tom was in charge of the meeting.  Tom allocated the novice beekeepers to one group and the rest 

of us, whom had mostly been keeping bees for several years, split ourselves amongst the remain-

ing three demonstrators, according to the remit they had been given.  I opted to go with the demon-

strator who had a group of hives which would require checking to confirm new queens were now 

laying.  This particular group consisted of three members in total and we had the opportunity to 

open at least two colonies each.  I have four colonies of my own and so am used to inspecting 

hives, but it is interesting to open a colony you are not familiar with; to see how the bees behave 

compared to your own and also to watch how others handle a colony.  You may not learn anything 

new, but you invariably see something of interest; today it was a colony with two queens on the 

same frame; and in another the queen was disturbed by our inspection and dropped an egg she was 

in the process of laying, this was then manoeuvred into a cell by the workers.  How many times 

have you seen that?   

  

In a way I am glad the weather was poor, otherwise I would have been at my own apiary and 

would have missed an enjoyable afternoon with fellow beekeepers.  If you are reading this and 

haven’t been to Dounhurst this season, please make the effort to attend once during July; the 

weekly meetings mean the colonies are inspected in a timely manner and any previous actions fol-

lowed-up, which makes more sense to ‘beginners’ and opens up discussion for the more experi-

enced amongst us.   As for my own bees, the weather forecast is promising a fine morning tomor-

row and so I will be off to the apiary as soon as the temperature is suitable for inspections. 

 

Part 2 

 

It was in fact early afternoon before the temperature rose sufficiently to open my hives.  I antici-

pated that ‘Sweet pea’ would be queenless; the queen had emerged on 20th May but there was no 

brood or sighting of her when I next inspected on 12th June.  If this was the case my plan was to 

unite the colony with ‘Cowslip’.  I opened ‘Sweet pea’ first and confirmed there was no queen.  

This was disappointing as she had been a good size and dark in colour.  I will never know what 

happened to her; it’s possible she did not return from a mating flight.  It is at times like this I wish 

bees could talk.  
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The next hive to be inspected was ‘Buttercup’.  I was not anticipating any problems as there had  

been eggs and young larvae when I last inspected 14 days previously, on 12th June (21 days after 

the queen had emerged).  Everything was looking fine, with a good brood pattern.  Then I spotted 

a sealed queen cell; perfectly formed on the bottom of a frame.  What!  Why?!  There would be a 

reason for this and sure enough I found it at the far edge of the brood nest, where there was a large 

patch of drone brood in worker cells.  Bother! (Or a word to that effect.)  I can only assume she 

did not mate effectively due to the poor weather conditions.  I went back through all the frames to 

confirm this was the only queen cell and to look for the queen.  I didn’t see her and it is probable 

she had already been ‘dispatched’ by the workers.  There definitely hadn’t been a swarm as the 

number of bees had not decreased.  It is now a waiting game to see how the replacement queen 

performs.   

 

Following that disappointment I went on to inspect ‘Borage’; the double brood colony managed 

using the ‘Hallgate Method’ of frame circulation.  The last inspection had been 11 days earlier and 

so I was anticipating swapping several frames between the brood chambers to provide laying space 

for the queen.  Previous to this, there had been three queen cells in the bottom brood chamber on 

22nd May, which I had removed; since then everything had been ticking along nicely.  I was not 

surprised to find open queen cells in the bottom brood chamber now, as the hive is bursting at the 

seams with bees.  A couple of frames in and I spotted the queen; busy laying more eggs.  I placed 

this frame straight into a waiting nuc box for safe keeping (it pays to think ahead) while I checked 

through the remainder of the frames.  There were several open queen cells.  I had two choices; re-

move the cells and rotate the frames to provide the queen with laying space and see if that stops 

them building queen cells; or let them raise a new queen.  My guess is that the colony is now so 

large that nothing will deter them from swarming (well maybe a third brood chamber, but I am not 

going down that route!) and so I decide to leave the queen cells.  

 

I removed a second frame and added it to the nuc box.  There were a total of 13 brood frames re-

maining; two frames, containing sealed brood only, were placed in the top brood chamber and the 

remaining frames of brood were placed in the bottom brood chamber.  The top box was then filled 

with the residual frames; plus two frames of foundation.  I retained the queen excluder between the 

two boxes.  By arranging the frames in this manner any additional queen cells should be built in 

the bottom chamber, making things easier for the beekeeper at the next inspection.  

 

I now had a two frame nuc to deal with.  The queen could be held in reserve ‘just in case’ and 

culled later; but she’s a good queen and I have no wish to increase the number of colonies.  A 

quick change of plan; I will use the queen to re-queen ‘Sweet pea’, rather than unite that colony as 

originally planned.  One way of achieving this would be to cage the queen and introduce her to the 

recipient colony, releasing her after a period of time.  I chose to employ the uniting method using 

newspaper; placing the two frame nuc into a spare brood chamber in order to achieve this.  It may 

not be the usual method but it has worked for me in the past; and is a useful technique if you are 

not going to be able to return to the colony to release the caged queen.   

 

There was a strong wind and I knew I would have difficulty trying to keep two sheets of newspa-

per in place while putting the second brood chamber on top.  I don’t carry a spare pair of hands in 

my pocket and so, as Baldrick would say, I had a cunning plan.  I turned the empty brood chamber 

upside down, placed the newspaper over the opening and held it in place by securing the edges to 

the sides of the box with drawing pins.  I was now able to put the brood chamber in place without 

squashing bees or running around the apiary after sheets of newspaper.  Drawing pins: another es-

sential item in a beekeeper’s kit. 

 

In last month’s article I mentioned that it was time to extract as the bees had been foraging on 

OSR.  I usually use Porter bee escapes in my clearer boards and have experienced mixed results.   
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This time I invested in rhombus bee escapes and found them to be more effective.  I am now a  

rhombus convert!  

 

We all know that OSR crystallises if left in the combs.  When the supers are placed back on the 

hives there will be varying degrees of nectar remaining in the combs; some combs may not have 

been extracted if uncapped stores were too wet.  These stores, if not used by the bees, may con-

taminate the second crop.  I decided to dry the supers after extraction, in the same way as we do 

following the autumn extraction in readiness for winter storage. 

 

When I removed the supers for extraction, each hive had a fresh super with frames of foundation 

placed above the queen excluder and below the clearer board; this gave the bees some space to 

‘clear’ into.  When I returned the extracted supers, they were placed above the box of foundation, 

the intention being the bees would utilise the stores from the wet supers to build wax on the foun-

dation.  The usual method for encouraging the bees to dry the extracted supers is to use a sheet of 

plastic (old plastic sack) with a hole in it.  This works but has two disadvantages; firstly its diffi-

cult holding the plastic in place on a windy day, while trying to ensure the hole is in the right 

place; secondly, the bees stick the plastic sheet to the top bars with propolis.  I use my own ‘drying 

boards’ and find them easier than sheets of plastic to use. 

 

Take a spare standard crown board and block off the first feeding 

hole, (towards the edge of the board); I used a piece of vinyl floor 

covering.  Cover the second slot, in the middle of the board, with 

something that you can make a hole in; the hole needs to be large 

enough for a bee to pass through.  You now have a ‘drying board’. 

 

After a couple of days the supers were dry 

on all the hives and the drying boards were 

removed.  As there was little forage for the 

bees I placed the dried supers in storage; 

ready to be used as required once the flow 

starts again (weather permitting!). 

 

The large colony did use the wet stores they recovered to build wax on 

the foundation in the new super; the other colonies took theirs into the 

brood chambers.  A successful experiment; the supers no longer contain 

any OSR to contaminate the next crop and any supers not required for the 

second flow are already dry for the winter. 

 

It is the first day of July but the weather has not improved.  There is a persistent wind that blows a 

chill across the apiary; with only a glimpse of the summer sun between clouds that threaten to de-

posit rain at any time.  The NBU has issued a warning to check hives, as there is a high risk of col-

ony starvation due to the wet and chilly conditions, particularly if an early honey crop has been 

taken.  The colony which was queenless in the spring (’Cowslip’) has been building up slowly and 

did not have any supers for the OSR flow; I have been feeding the bees some of the cappings from 

the extraction to keep them going.  I will not be able to get to the apiary for inspections until Sun-

day afternoon; and so this evening placed fondant above the crown board on all the hives as a pre-

cautionary measure. 

 

Fingers crossed that conditions soon improve for all our bees. 

 

Caroline             
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Do you intend to sell or give away some of your bees?  Or maybe you will be collecting 

swarms and then passing them on?  If so, it is important to record all movements of bees. 

 

The BeeBase website has advisory leaflets, including one entitled ‘Advice for Obtaining 

Honey Bees’: http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167 .  Within this leaflet there is 

a suggested form for completion to record the movement of bees.  They recommend the form 

should be retained for two years.   

 

Alternatively, members who are registered on BeeBase can record movements on their BeeBase 

record. 

 

Signing up to BeeBase as a Beekeeper will enable you to have access to all the latest information 

regarding disease and pest outbreaks and the latest advisory information; together with the results 

of various research projects. 

 

If you haven’t done so already, sign up now! – It’s FREE 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com 

 

 

How to book the Division’s extractor.  A reminder from John Glover. 

 

The Division’s extractor and associated equipment is available for loan.  If you wish to ‘book’ 

anything, please contact me by Email glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com . 

 

To avoid disappointment, please book well ahead of your requirements.  Equipment will be loaned 

for a maximum duration of 3 days at any one time, and it will be necessary 

for it to be collected and returned to my home address in Loxwood, unless 

otherwise agreed. 

 

Equipment available:- 

 

3 frame manual extractor 

50kg bottling tank with strainer 

New plastic uncapping tray! 

 

John 

 

Photo of similar 

manual extractor 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com
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Are you a Wisborough Green member interested in selling your honey at a local farmers market? 

  

Pulborough Market has lost its honey seller due to the beekeeper no longer keeping bees.  The or-

ganiser is looking for another beekeeper to sell honey at the market.  They are also happy for the 

beekeeper to sell other items they have made with hive products. 

 

The market is held on the 4th Saturday of each month.  It is an indoor market at Pulborough Vil-

lage Hall, held from 9.00 to 12.30, and the fee for a small table is £5. 

 

If you are interested in renting a table to sell honey and any wax products you produce, please con-

tact the organiser as detailed below. 

 

Charlotte Allfrey  at  pulboroughmarket@btinternet.com 

 

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported.  This is 

to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases.  

 

The following information is sourced from the BIBBA Website. 

 

Why does BIBBA advise buying bees and queens locally? 

 

Conditions can vary considerably even over a relatively short distance.  An example is that one 

area may have oil seed rape as the main nectar source, yet only a few miles away it might be 

heather.  The former needs a bee that builds up much earlier in the season than the latter.  Adapta-

tion takes a little time to achieve.  Local bees are also used to the types and strains of diseases 

prevalent in your location and will not import anything new.  

 

Bees imported from a distant location might also be genetically incompatible with your local 

stocks and this could result in unwanted behaviour in future generations.  For details of recent re-

search see http://bibba.com/local-bees-better/ 

 

What is BIBBA’s policy on importing bees?  

 

BIBBA does not support the importation of honey bees as not only does it pose a health risk to our 

bees but importation also works against the development of local adaptation.  

 

The mixing of different sub-species makes selection and improvement of our bees more difficult 

due to hybridisation and it negates the effects of ‘natural selection’ which produces a hardier bee. 

 

BIBBA encourages members to work with other local beekeepers to select and improve the quality 

of bees in their area by using the best local material available.  

mailto:pulboroughmarket@btinternet.com
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EQUIPMENT FOR SALE AT THE APIARY 
 
As usual we will have supplies available for members at apiary meetings this year. Because we buy in bulk 

you will find that our prices are generally lower than from anywhere else, and with no carriage charges! 

This is a valuable service to members, but does take volunteer time so please read below about ordering.  

All available at apiary meetings (subject to stock). 
 
How to order 

As meetings can be hectic please email orders in advance to Tom at stone.house@btinternet.com so that 

they can be ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you must be prepared to wait until there is a conven-

ient time to collate your goods, which may not be until the end of the meeting, or if I am not carrying 

enough stock with me, you may have to wait until the next meeting! 

 

All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at April 2016 for current stocks. 

We reserve the right to vary prices if there are changes from suppliers. 

 
 

Frames  (unassembled)    all  60p 

DN1 for National and WBC brood chambers    

SN1 for National and WBC supers 

 

Frame nails  small bag (approx 80 grams)  £1.00 or      full box (500 grams) £5.00 

 

Foundation for the above 

Wired Brood   95p   (some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 

Wired Shallow  60p (please specify worker cell or drone cell)  

Un-wired  Shallow (for cut comb)  40p 

 

Spacers  (to suit National hives) 

Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot  £2.00/pair  

Narrow plastic ends 10p (20p/pair) 

 

Sundries 

Hive tool  steel, yellow, British made   £8.50    

Hive strap orange, 3 metres  £4.00 

Smokers  two models in stainless steel, can be inspected at the apiary - £13.00 and £15.00 

 

Varroa Treatments 

Available for August treatment, we will have standard treatments; prices to be announced. 

 

Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque. 

Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division. 

 

 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the August edition no later than the 24th July.  
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 


